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Part IV: the fewcap pattern

By Robert Lapp and Gene Carr

t's a pice spring weekend, and your
I fricnds are visiting from ouwt of wwn.
Thev're also Appaloosa breeders and ane
AmxXeMEs B See VoL TiEw foals, now 2 -,'ru.lpk'
maonths old. You've got some premy nice ba-
bies, but theres one in particular you want
your friends to evaluate.
As everyone heads to the pasture, you start
explaining what's on your mind:
“T've seen many few-spot and snowcap pat-
terns, but one Glly's partern bafiles me...
*She looks more like a few-spot, is leopand-
bred, but has more dark markings than I've
seen on few-spots. (See photo A)
*Ovther fimes | think she might be a snow-
cap because of those solid markings on her
neck and head. The rouble is, she doesnt

have enough solid coloring to be a snowcap,
(=ee photo B)

“What am [ going to tell potential buyers?
I:_ﬁi._-t' I'-'|:|r.|tn '::I

One friend asks the obvious: *Who cares?
Few-spot or snowcap, she's homozygous ci-
ther way, will produce color, and with the
right cross, should produce a nice bakw.”

“True enough,” vou say, “bat if she's a fow-
spot, she's more likely to produce a leopard pat-
tern. But if she's a snowcap, the chances of pro-
ducing a blanket are higher. Besides, most peo-
ple are likely o ask about the pattern anyway.”

Your friends understand bur aren’t very
helptul. After studying the filly, one says she's

mare like a few-spod, but the other i ada-
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DISCOVERING THE FEWCAP

Like the two friends in the story, we
encountered the “which i it” question
garly an in our research and also dis-
agreed. After many discussions, we con-
cleded that we'd identified a new ho-
moeygous pattern. The Appaloosas we
were questioning had nearly 100-percent
color production and the required Appa-
loosa x Appaloosa parentage with ar leass
one leopard in the pedigree.

For lack of a better verm, we called it a
"combo” pattern because it exhibited
markings similar to both few-spots and
snowcaps yet didn’t really fir the descrip-
tions of either one.

Howveever, the term “comba wasnt ac-
ceptable, so we finally settled on whar
combx suggested amyway: fewcap—a dis-
tinctive ]':mmw.}'g_mu |'u|l|:r::|1. i!ﬂﬂjllﬂd
from a mixing of leopard and blankered
ANCESLOns,

While the l’nv-:.pul! |l:\-|r:|urd pattern is
produced from leopard br:cdin; even
though some ancestors may have blankets,
andd while the snowcap pattern offten has
leopards somewhere in the pedigree, the
fewcap represents a combination of both
pattern markings, Fewcaps arent rare, but
et 38 COMMon a8 few-spots of snoweaps.

LEOPARDS AND BLANKETS

Some may be surprised to learn thar
Banket pamterns were the preferred pat-
tern type in the ApHC' early years and
were far more common than leopard par-
termns, In fact, as Late as the 19705, 3 sunvey
of Appaloora Mewws readers found that the
blanker was the favorite pamem rype.

We don’t know how or when the leopard
pattern first appeared on the Appaloosa
scene, bt have found no evidence thar the
Mez Perce had leopard Appaloosas,

We do know thar blanker p.:ﬂl:rl'u
were far more common to the carly
Appaloosas in the Pacific Northwest, and
are continuing o research how, when and
where bona fide leopards entered breeding
programs, particularly in Montana, Wyo-
ming and Colorado.

We suspect that the leopard pantern

may well have ongimated ourside the Pal-
ouse regon and from non-Nez Peree Ap-
paloosa steck, We're still trying 1o identi-
fy the area where the first known few-spot
leopard appeared. Ar some point, howev-
er, leopards mived with blankets to pro-
duce the fewcap pattemn,

FEWCAP: IDENTIFYING CHARACTERISTICS
Accurate idemtification of the feweap
pattern s sometimes difficult precisely
because its markings resemble both few-
gpot and snoweap. When examined care-
fully, however, the fewcap exhibits charac-
teristics that differentiate or distinguish it
from both the few-spot and snowcap,

Fewcaps aren't rare,
but aren't as
common as few-
spots or snowcaps.

While not commaon to every feweap, the
following characteristics occur in various
combinations and represent the defining
phenotypie (visible) indicators of the few-
cap pattern:

* At least one kopard ancestor some-
where in the pedigree

* A solid-colored or partial roan neck,
extending From the crest or top of the
neck to the shoulder line or point of the
shoulder (See photos A and 1)

* Solid or dark markings around the el-
bow bat often extending higher up on
shoulderheart girth than what's found on
1 few-spot (See photos E and F)

= Verneal nb h-!l‘illi:llﬂ, alin known as
bars or jail bars, ncar the heart gireh,
sometimes toward the front of the barrel
anad r_-»:lrnding 1.||h'|.'.ir|:i Rox jl.Hl below the
withers (See photo A}

* Solid markings at the flank (like the
rm-hFlJIL bat aften mwsre fm:nuuntcd at
the elbow (Sec photos E and F)

* (Miten a dark-colored head or greater
srcatterimg of darker areas than on a few-
gpot, but similar to the dark head found
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HERE ARE SOME INTERNET RESOURCES ON COAT COLOR GENETICS:

bt/ /ipets growps yohoo com/ grovp// theappalocsaprorect/
HersaCalorcam—ewwhariecalar com
Cremalla and Perling Educational Association—wwwdoubleddte com

Univarsity of California/Dovis Velerinary Genetics Laboratory —
wewarvgl vedavis edu/ hmillon/coarclr himl

on snowcaps (See photos A, E and G)

* White blanket, extending to at least
the withers, but more white areas further
forward than found on a snowcap (See
phatas A, D, E, F and G)

* Solid-codored leg markings, often cov-
ering one or more entire legs, but wsally
more prosounced on the front legs (All
fewcap photos)

* Dark markings or graving along the
side/bottom of the belly, sometimes ex-
tending from the flank/stifle to the clbow
{Sec photos A and F)

* Usually a solid-colored mane and tail

* More solid markings scantered over
more arcas of the body than a few-spot,
yer mare white and fewer dark markings
than snowcap

ANDMALIES

We're stymied by one Appaloosa pat-
tern in particular. Photo H shows the fa-
mous mare Bright Delight. She appears 1o
fit the description of a fewcap, She pro-
duced 12 foals, all colored, and 11 were
from Quarter Horse or Thoroughbred

stallions. Heterozygous Appaloosas don't
produce such a high percentage of colored

foals from multiple cross-breedings.
We're hard-pressed to call her a snow-
cap, yet lacking a leopard in her pedigree,
can't qualify her as a few-spot or fewcap.
We beliove the Appaloosas in photos F
and G are fewcaps, despite the fact thar
both were heavily advertised as few-spot
leopards, The stallion in phato F was ex-
tremely well known. His rare yearling
picture shows significant dark markings,
which are more indicative of fewcaps, per-

haps even snowcaps. He graved 1o such a
degree that he was commaonly regarded as

a classic few-spot.

We're also aware of other stallions with
patterns quite similar to Bright Delight,
whio like ber, lack a known leopard in their
pedigrees. These Appaloosas may well
represent an as-vel unidentified homozy-

Eous patten.

LINGERING I55UES

Accurate identification of the fewcap is
sometimies difficult because of the age at
which the horse is examined. Fewcaps are
best identified during their weanling or
yearling vears when they haovent grayed toa
significant degree.

Snowcaps can gray to the point of look-
ing like !‘rwﬂ.pm: or fewcaps. Horses de-
scribed as “near-few-spots” may acrually be
Fewcaps, depending of course on the pres-
ence or absence of spotting.

We continue to research other isues

# Is the fewcap produced from more or
fewer leapands in a pedigree?

* Docs the feweap have more blanketed
than leopard ancestors?

* Do patterns on the sire or dam side of
the pedigree make any difference?

* Will the fewcap produce more blanket
than leopard paterns?

These issues aside, we've found the few-
cap to be a distinctive and homozygous Ap-
paloosa patvern, yet one roquiring furnther re-
search to understand more clearly. =6

Editor’s mote: Wateh for Pt Vi the fune
isnwe, which will cover otber bomazypoun ooar
pattera,



